One of the major new exciting projects for the AHNRC in 2010 will be Bat
Monitoring. Already a number of people have demonstrated their interest in
bats by attending a seminar and more recently a bat detecting workshop.

Stan Flavel met with a small group on a Saturday evening at Sinclair's Gully
Winery. Stan gave a fascinating presentation on bat species from around
the world and the Adelaide Hills. He set up mist nets in the hope of trapping
some live bats to identify but unfortunately we didn’t catch any that night,
even though we could ‘hear’ them using the Anabat Bat Detector.

A pleasant evening was spent discussing bats, listening to yellow-tailed
black cockatoos and frogs, while sharing pizza and wine.

The AHNRC has purchased the Anabat Bat Detector that will be available
for landholders to borrow once the software, recording data and equipment
is in place. The bat detector allows you to hear the echolocation calls of
bats as they fly overhead. It is best to place the detector near a dam or wa-
tercourse to record the bats over a few days. The call is recorded onto a
flash card which is then downloaded onto our computer. Trained volunteers
will then analyse the calls to identify the different species by their call.

This will build a valuable guide to the various species of bats and their distri-
bution.

If you would like more information on this project or want to be involved in
either recording or decoding bat calls, please contact Val Hunt at the
AHNRC Tues-Thurs. Tel 8390 1891 or email valhunt@ahnrc.org
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The Centre holds many seminars and
events during the year. To ensure you
hear about these and other events
held at the Centre, ask to be put on to
our email list.

WORM COMPOSTING AND FARMING
Presented by Mel Edwards

Saturday Feb 27" 10am -2pm. BYO
Lunch. Learn the secrets to successful
low maintenance home worm farming
and composting. Worms and Vermiboost
liquid fertilizer will be available for sale.

CLEAN UP AUSTRALIA DAY
Sunday March 7 from 9.30am to
12.30pm. Meet at the Resource Centre.

KEEPING REPTILES AS PETS, pre-
sented by the SA Herpetology Group.
Date and time to be confirmed. Lizards
and some snakes make perfect pets.
Members of the SAHG will talk about
how to handle, feed and keep reptiles
safely as pets.

URBAN IMPACT ON WILDLIFE
presented by Prof Chris Daniels.
Rescheduled date to be confirmed. Af-
ternoon seminar. Prof Chris Daniels will
discuss the impact of urban develop-
ment on various native wildlife species
and the measures that can be taken to
minimize this. The current development
of townships in the Hills must pose simi-
lar risks.

To register your interest or for further
information ph the Natural Resource
Centre on 8390 1891 or email val-
hunt@ahnrc.org.

Southern Forest Bat
Photo: Terry Reardon, SA Museum



Description

Blackberry is a large thorny perennial bush that actively
grows from Spring to Autumn.

The compound leaves of three to five leaflets has ser-
rated leaves and sharp curved spines on the underside.
The flowers are white to pink in colour with five petals and
are present from December through to May.

The fruit is black when edible and matures in February
through to Autumn.

Distribution

Blackberry can be spread from suckers, layered stems
and by seed. Distribution is increased through the move-
ment of root fragments by cultivation and seed spread by
birds and other fruit eating animals. Blackberry is a major
weed in the Adelaide Hills.

Problems

Blackberry invades agricultural land, native vegetation
and will choke out watercourses. Heavy infestations of
blackberry create a serious fire threat in high fire prone
areas such as the Adelaide Hills and also provide harbor
for feral animals such as Foxes and Rabbits.

Control

Effective blackberry control will be achieved by using a
variety of different methods depending on their location,
the presence of other crops and plants and access to the

A very successful Bugs Day was held for Catchment Kids
Day in October when everyone learned some new things
about bugs and bug collecting.

Firstly, the children researched their own particular bug
and made a bug of their own. Then they went on a hunt to
search for bugs on the Yurrebilla Trail. On their return,
their collection was identified ready to take to the SA Mu-
seum the next day.

Several children visited the South Australian Museum and
took part in more bug activities there. James Smith tells
us that of all the bugs brought to the Museum that day,
17% of those photographed came from our Bug Hunt at
Norton Summit.

Now, the Centre is organising for a display of pinned
specimens and photographs to be put in a special cabinet
to be kept at the Natural Resource Centre. Next time the
children come to Catchment Kids or other events at the
Resource Centre, they will be able to check out this dis-

play.
We are also hoping to run some Night Stalks (looking for

nocturnal creatures) and further information sessions
about the animals and plants in our area.

Any children who are interested in any of these activities,
please contact the Centre for further information.

site. Some of the methods commonly used are herbicide
treatment, slashing, cut and swab and controlled burning
where appropriate.

For advice on the best control methods for your property,
contact the Adelaide Hills Natural Resource Centre which
can put you in contact with your local Natural Resource
Management officer.

Children having their bugs identified

Future newsletters will be made available on email or on
the internet. Copies are also available from the Resource
Centre.

If you would like to be included on the mailing list please
contact Val at the Centre. She is available from Tues to
Thurs on 8390 1891 or by email at valhunt@ahnrc.org
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The Pygmy Copperhead Snake is a true blue Adelaide
Hills local. In fact the only other place in the world you're
likely to see a Pygmy Copperhead is on Kangaroo Island,
making this the region’s only endemic shake (there are
also a few records of the species on the Fleurieu Penin-
sula). The Pygmy Copperhead is a medium-sized snake
(max length about 75 cm) that looks superficially like a
small Brown Snake. However, the species can be readily
identified by the distinctive white scales or barring on its
lips (don’t worry, you don't need to get really close to see
this!).

Although Pygmy Copperheads are venomous they are
very placid natured snakes. They are usually found in
cool, damp areas, and you're likely to see them active in
much lower temperatures than most other snakes in the
region. You will find Pygmy Copperheads in areas that
have a mixture of dense vegetation, that provides shelter,
and open areas where they can bask and hunt for frogs
and small lizards. Although they are naturally found in
native bushland, they will also occupy modified areas that
have these conditions e.g. orchards and home gardens.

Because they are a small snake, Pygmy Copperheads
are at risk of predation by domestic dogs and cats as well
as a range of native and introduced predators. They are
also threatened by the removal of dense understorey
vegetation and by reductions in their prey. Prey species,
e.g. frogs and small lizards, are likely to be affected by
processes like the application of herbicides and pesti-
cides.
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Sixth Creek Catchment Group has initiated a program of
Community Walks this year and to date they have proved
to be enormously successful. Dubbed ‘Cluster Walks’ the
intention is to identify a group or ‘cluster’ of connected
properties and encourage the landholders to host a walk
through the properties, explaining along the way the chal-
lenges the properties present and the work that has been
done with the help of the Group.

Our hope is that the walks will encourage social interac-
tion and a greater appreciation of shared land manage-
ment issues at a local level between the contributing land-
holders and a wider understanding of the Catchment for
all who attend.

The first walk in August 2009, which was attended by
around 60 people, several dogs and a pet lamb, was
along a stretch of Deep Creek from Summertown to
Uraidla and culminated in a barbecue with wines donated
by local wineries and discussion about the risks of the
upcoming bushfire season.

The second in October 2009 attracted similar numbers of
people, their dogs, and even a young joey. We followed
fire tracks downhill from Cherryville to Merchants Road,
Basket Range following Taylors Creek, stopping for re-
freshments along the way and to admire a wonderful
vegetable garden. Eventually we enjoyed a creek side
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In the Mount Lofty Ranges the core population of Pygmy
Copperheads occurs in the central Adelaide Hills; an area
that is semi-urbanised and where these threats are
probably greatest. You can help our little local snake by
not letting your pet cats and dogs roam, by protecting
bushland on your property and in your neighbourhood
and by using herbicides and pesticides sparingly and with
care.

Pygmy Copperhead sightings (accompanied by a photo if
possible) can be sent to DEH Regional Ecologist Jason
van Weenen (jason.vanweenen@sa.gov.au) or by calling
ph: 8336 0995.

Photo: Darren Niejalke

barbecue and talks by two guests, one a poet and the
other a birdwatcher and saw some inspirational riparian
bamboo control work.

More detailed descriptions of the walks and photos can
be viewed on our website (www.sixthcreek.com).

Why not consider joining us for our next walk on March
28 when we meet at 10.00am and walk a circuit starting
and ending at the Basket Range Primary School.
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‘Native Plants of Norton Summit’ was compiled by a
group of volunteers from the local community who com-
bined their skills and knowledge to produce this easy to
read practical guide to identifying the local native plant
species. It contains over 60 full colour photographs.

The booklet is designed for new landholders, bush walk-
ers and visitors to the area and highlights the biodiversity
of the vegetation in this region. It aims to help landholders
to identify, conserve and protect the local native vegeta-
tion.

It covers a wide circle of towns including Basket Range,
Forest Range, Uraidla, Summertown, Cherryville and of
course Norton Summit. Many of the plants can also be
found throughout the hills area.

Plant species are listed under four sections: groundcov-
ers, orchids, shrubs and trees and it includes an index
and bibliography. The plant descriptions are non-scientific
to enable easy identification by anyone and the photo-
graphs focus on the flower being the most identifiable and
beautiful feature of most plants.

As we begin 2010 there are many exciting opportunities
and challenges to be faced.

Building works and upgrading of the Natural Resource
Centre (AHNRC) facilities at Norton Summit will take
place over the next few months. This process will hope-
fully be completed by July 2010.

The AHNRC will continue to have a major presence at the
Centre, as it has done for the last six years. Its close
links with the Natural Resource Management Board, are
set to continue with three project officers continuing to be
located at the Centre. This association is of great benefit
to the Centre, the local community and the environment.

The building is also likely to undergo a nhame change,
reflecting the various groups being housed within. The
aim is to provide a centre which is able to meet a broader
range of needs in the local community.

There are a number of environmental groups linked to the
Centre. They are briefly listed below with a contact should
you want further information. More detailed information
will be included in future editions of this newsletter.

Basket Range Landcare

This group meets on the last Saturday of every month
from 8.30am to care for land on three local sites: Deep
Creek Bridge, the Lobethal Road landslip and the com-
munity revegetation site between the Basket Range Hall
and the Basket Range School. The group also visits
members’ properties to assist with the maintenance of
their bush sites.

Contact: Peter Geers or Delma Cranwell on 8390 1341 or
email geers@netspace.net.au for more information.

The booklet was made possible with an Achievers Grant
from the Adelaide and Mt Lofty Ranges Natural Re-
sources Management Board.

Copies are available free from the AHNRC.

Button Everlasting

New additions to the centre will be The Hut and the Ade-
laide Hills Council (AHC). The Hut started running com-
puter courses at the Centre in November and these
courses will be expanded over the coming months.
Through The Hut and the AHC a greater range of com-
munity information will be available from the Centre, and
local access to council staff is likely.

The East Torrens Historical Society (ETHS) will retain its
place within the Centre, with an increase in allocated
space.

Please bear with us during this time of transition. Val will
continue to offer an exciting array of seminars and events
where possible. There are, however likely to be closures,
as access may be restricted. Once the renovations are
completed, the Centre will be a far more vibrant hub for
environmental and other interests at the heart of our com-
munity. James Smith

Sixth Creek Catchment Group
See page 3 for details. Contact: Sue Campbell on 8390
0638 or email anscam@bigpond.com

Fourth Creek Catchment Group
For information contact Jacqui Dekker - email jdek-
ker7@bigpond.net.au

Friends of Moores Road

The main purpose of this group is to represent local land-
holders and other concerned parties in relation to the
management of the biodiversity of the roadsides

along Moores Road and Colonial Drive in Norton Summit.
Contact: Sue Delaney on 8390 1995 for more information

The Old Norton Summit Road Community Fire Safe
Group Contact: Sue Vardon suevardon@bigpond.com



